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TO ONE DYING 

When you are gone, the stars will be content, 

Gazing as always in the deep of ocean; 

There will not be a fluttering bird that cries 

With anguish more importunate beneath the moon; 

The rolling seasons with unhindered flow 

Of bloom and scarlet tatterings and feathered ice 

Will fold the world in loveliness as now. 

But I shall have but these and these with glory shorn 

And half invisible because you went 

Then I shall pass. And none because of me 

Will be less glad of spring or watch with eyes that blur 

The evening's own bright star. 

Only, I think, in some remote demesne 

That you have learned to love regretfully 

There will be added brightness and a cry 

Of patient waiting done. 

William Alexander Percy. 
Greenville, Mississippi. 



